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Defending LiabilityDefending LiabilityDefending LiabilityDefending Liability

•• Deny FaultDeny Fault
•• Applaud ResponseApplaud ResponseApplaud ResponseApplaud Response
•• Alleviate ConcernAlleviate Concern
•• Divert AttentionDivert Attention•• Divert AttentionDivert Attention















RecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendations

•• Contain Spills Immediately and EffectivelyContain Spills Immediately and Effectively
–– Equip and train local officials to take Equip and train local officials to take q pq p

immediate steps to protect sensitive immediate steps to protect sensitive 
shorelines.shorelines.

–– Fund the development of better technology to Fund the development of better technology to 
contain spills at the source and protect contain spills at the source and protect 

iti h bit titi h bit tsensitive habitat.sensitive habitat.



•• Create an Information flow between Response Create an Information flow between Response 
Commanders and Local RespondersCommanders and Local Responders
–– Establish better twoEstablish better two--way communication practices way communication practices 

between the Coast Guard and local sourcesbetween the Coast Guard and local sources
–– Create systems to collect pertinent local informationCreate systems to collect pertinent local informationCreate systems to collect pertinent local information Create systems to collect pertinent local information 

(sensitive habitat, spill spread)(sensitive habitat, spill spread)
–– Continuous updates to locals (not 4 hours)Continuous updates to locals (not 4 hours)
–– Utilize all new technology to gather and share info.  Utilize all new technology to gather and share info.  



•• Integrate Local OfficialsIntegrate Local Officials
–– Include a local representative on the UnifiedInclude a local representative on the UnifiedInclude a local representative on the Unified Include a local representative on the Unified 

CommandCommand
– highly-trained local personnel should be pre-identified 

for appropriate ICS positions in future oil spillfor appropriate ICS positions in future oil spill 
responses.

– local agencies, non-governmental organizations and 
other stakeholders are strongly encouraged toother stakeholders are strongly encouraged to 
become – and remain – active in the Area 
Contingency Planning process.



It is human nature.  People want to help, It is human nature.  People want to help, 
but they often don’t know how or aren’tbut they often don’t know how or aren’tbut they often don t know how or aren t but they often don t know how or aren t 
allowed.allowed.



•• Basic Spill Response Training Basic Spill Response Training –– Short of Hazwoper or Short of Hazwoper or 
First Responder.   In advance.First Responder.   In advance.

•• Like Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Don’t have to get a sixLike Coast Guard Auxiliary.  Don’t have to get a six--pack pack 
or a masters license. or a masters license. 

•• Like CPR training.  Don’t have to be an EMT to help.Like CPR training.  Don’t have to be an EMT to help.g pg p
•• Lack of involvement leads to suspicion, anxiety, distrust.Lack of involvement leads to suspicion, anxiety, distrust.
•• Might actually get some good ideas and information.Might actually get some good ideas and information.
•• Doing it anyway: “Only volunteers with a Cosco BusanDoing it anyway: “Only volunteers with a Cosco Busan•• Doing it anyway: Only volunteers with a Cosco Busan Doing it anyway: Only volunteers with a Cosco Busan 

Disaster Service Worker Identification Card will be Disaster Service Worker Identification Card will be 
permitted to participate in this beach cleanpermitted to participate in this beach clean--up activity.” up activity.” 



Proper Cleanup IncentivesProper Cleanup IncentivesProper Cleanup IncentivesProper Cleanup Incentives

•• To respond quickly, not rack up billable To respond quickly, not rack up billable 
hours.hours.

•• To use best technology, not old inventoryTo use best technology, not old inventory
•• Insurance companies are incentivizedInsurance companies are incentivized•• Insurance companies are incentivized.Insurance companies are incentivized.

–– Reduce insurance premiums for best actorsReduce insurance premiums for best actors
PrePre approve 0SROs?approve 0SROs?–– PrePre--approve 0SROs?approve 0SROs?

–– Local labor for low grade help.Local labor for low grade help.



EnforcementEnforcement

•• Must Internalize costs the same way theyMust Internalize costs the same way theyMust Internalize costs the same way they Must Internalize costs the same way they 
internalize profits.internalize profits.

•• Let the Fine fit the Crime Must deter badLet the Fine fit the Crime Must deter bad•• Let the Fine fit the Crime.  Must deter bad Let the Fine fit the Crime.  Must deter bad 
conduct.  Exxon conduct.  Exxon –– 20 years in court.  $500 20 years in court.  $500 
million punitive; $45 22 billion in profitsmillion punitive; $45 22 billion in profitsmillion punitive; $45.22 billion in profits.million punitive; $45.22 billion in profits.
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CAFOsCAFOsCAFOsCAFOs





SEWAGESEWAGESEWAGESEWAGE

•• From the From the 
Milwaukee Milwaukee 
Journal/ Journal/ 
SentinelSentinelSentinel, Sentinel, 
May, May, 
2004:2004:

PhotoPhotoPhoto Photo 
credit: credit: 
Butch Butch 
Jorgensen, Jorgensen, 
photophoto--photophoto--
journalist, journalist, 
WTMJWTMJ--TV TV 



HABITAT PROTECTIONHABITAT PROTECTIONHABITAT PROTECTIONHABITAT PROTECTION
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ADVOCACYADVOCACYADVOCACYADVOCACY



RESTORATIONRESTORATIONRESTORATIONRESTORATION








